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Thank you lor contacting me about the Department of the Interior's (DOl) plan to merge 
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) with the Bureau of Land 
Management (ULVI). I appreciate hearing irom you. 

As you know, Secretary Ken Salazar proposed the merger of [ILM and OSMRE on 
October 26, 20 I I . Secretary Salazar states that such a merger is part of [)(}I · s "'efforts to make 
the most out of limited resources and to carry nul [its] important respons ibilities for the benel1t of 
the American people." Furthermore. documents issued by DOl claim that ' ' lb lccausc this would 
be an administrative reorganization, states, tribes. industry and other stakeholders should not see 
a disruption of technical or other types of assistance that they currently receive trom OSMRE 
andior BLM." 

Thai said, I understand that this merger is of great concern to you and many others in 
Petmsylvan.ia. My office has contacted DOl to Jearn more about the merger and how i.t could 
potentially impact our state. Please he assured that I value your input and I will keep your 
concerns in mind as work continues nn this issue. 

Thank you again l(lr your correspondence. Please do not hes itate lo contact me again in 
the future I may ever be of clssistance . 

atToom~ 
United States Senator 


